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Secretary Perdue Statement on Beef Processing Facility in Holcomb, Kansas 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Aug. 28, 2019 – U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue issued the following 
statement regarding the beef processing facility in Holcomb, Kan.: 

“As part of our continued efforts to monitor the impact of the fire at the beef processing facility in 
Holcomb, Kan., I have directed USDA’s Packers and Stockyards Division to launch an investigation into 
recent beef pricing margins to determine if there is any evidence of price manipulation, collusion, 
restrictions of competition or other unfair practices. If any unfair practices are detected, we will take 
quick enforcement action. USDA remains in close communication with plant management and other 
stakeholders to understand the fire’s impact to industry.  

I have spent this summer visiting with cattle ranchers across the country, and I know this is a difficult 
time for the industry as a whole. USDA is committed to ensuring support is available to ranchers who 
work hard to the feed the United States and the world.” 

According to Michael Kelsey, Executive Vice President of the Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association, “We 
appreciate Secretary Purdue’s recognition of the extreme volatility and uncertainty in the cattle and 
beef markets.  We encourage USDA to be swift yet thorough in this investigation.” 

The OCA is the trusted voice of the Oklahoma Cattle Industry. OCA is the only voice that speaks solely 
for the cattlemen of Oklahoma and represents beef producers in all 77 counties across the state. The 
OCA officers, board of directors and membership encourages you to join us in our advocacy efforts to 
ensure less government intervention, lower taxes and a better bottom line. For more information about 
OCA membership, the theft reward program or activities call 405-235-4391 or visit 
www.okcattlemen.org.  
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